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G THE BENEFITS OF
BUILDING PERMITS

By reading this brochure you've already taken the frst step toward protecting
the outcome and investment value of your construction project and quarding against
a lawsuit or injury. The following information describes simple steps you can take fo
obtain a building permit and how permits can work for you. You'll be surprised at how
easy the whole process is.

The truth is, building permits ore very beneficiol to you and your community, By
working with on expert code fficiol, you will benefit from their knawledge of
building odes to ensure your cansiruction project is built ight, will b safe and wil
|ost. Rend on to discover the “Benefits of Building Pormits.

What's a Building Permit?
A building parmit gives you legol parmission to stort construction of o building
project in occordonce with approved drawings and specifications.

When Do You Need o Permit?

The best way fa find out i you need o permit is to coll your bacal building
dapartment. Discuss your plons with the rode officiol before beginning construction
ta determing whether you nead o parmit. Even it o pemit is not needed), the rod
official will enswer construction questions ond may provide valuable odvice.

Permits are usually required for the following:

* Haw buildings

* Additiores (hedreams, bothrooms, fomily rmoms, atc)

® Rasidantiol work (decks, gomges, fances, fireplaces, pools,
wirler heoters, et )

® Renovations (garmge corversions, basernent fumishings, kirchen expansions, reraofing, etc )

® Hlacirical systems

* Plumbing systems

® VAL (heafing, ventiliting ond ir-condifioning) systems

Your home or business is on investment. [f your construction roject does nat comply with the codes odapted by yaur communiy, e volug of your
investment could be reduced. Property insurers may not cover wark done withaut permits and inspections., 1f you decda to sall o hame or building et
has hod modificotions without o perit, you may be required to tear dawn the addifian, leove it unocoupied or make wstly repoirs

A property ovmer who con show that code requirements were sticthy ond consistently mat—as demonstrated by o code official’s corefully maintained
tecords—has o strang ally if something hoppens fa tigger o potentially destructive lowsui,

Your permit also allows the code officil to rotect the public by raducing the patential hozards of unsofe construdtion ond ensuring public heolt, safery
and welfre. By following code guidsfines, the completed project will mest minimum stondards of safery ond will be less likely to couse injury fo you,
waur family, your frignds or future owners,
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THE SIMPLE
( PERMIT PROCESS

Talk to Your Local Code Official

Your code officiol wonts your project to be o success and will help you
avoid patential problems that could cost you fime and money. You will
be asked some bosic questions (What ore you planning to do?
Where?), odvised of ony requirements, and, if necessary, roforred o
other deporments for their opgroval. The code official will provide you
with the resowrces ond information needed for complincs with the
opplicoble building codes. You will then receive an opplication for o
bulding permit

Submit Application

At this stnge you will document the “Wha, What, When, Whese and
How" of the job, olong with any shetches o plans of the poposed
wurk,

Review Process

In o birief omount of time, the code afficial will resiew your plans and
deerming if your project is in complionce with local requirements. If
your plans meet these requirements, o permit s issued. If not, the
tode official moy supgest solutins to help comsct the problem.

Receive Permit

Naw that you have bean approved for o pemit, you bave legal per-
mission b stort construction. A fee, based on the size of the jab, is
ollected to cover the st of the ogplicotion, the review ond the
inspection peocess. An experienced code offivial is ovailoble to you
shauld you hove ony questions concerming your project. You should
consider your codg offical as an ally who will help you make your
project o surcess. Separate permits ore ypicalky required for electricol,
plumbing, ond heating or air-condifianing wark.

lob-site Visits

(n-site inspections will be required to make certain the work mnforms
o the pemit, local codes and plons. Again, you will hove occess to
the expertise of the: code oficial to help you with questions or concemns
reqgording the project and to minimize potentially costhy mistokes. The
code afficiol will let you know approximataly haw many inspections
may b needed for your project. Usuelly, o one- or two-day nofice &
needed when requesting visits.

Final Approval

The ode: afficiol will provide documentetion when constuction &
romplate and code compliance is determined. You will then have the
personal satislction of o job done right. Enjoy your new suroundings
with the peaca of mind ond the knowledge that they meet the sofaty
stondards in your cammunity.

It tukes everyone in o community to keep our hames, schaoks, offices,
stores ond other buildings sofe for public use. Your sofe
carstruction practices hedp protect you, your fomily, your Fiends ond
your investment. Ba sure to get your locol code official irvalved with
your project, becowse the building department is on impoetant ally,
from st o finish,
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For more information about building codes
and local requirements, contact your local
building depariment below:
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INTERNATIOMAL CODE COUMCIL
1-BB8-1CC-SAFE
1-888-422-7233

wwew.iccsafe.org

About the International Code Council

The International Code Council, a membership association
dedicated ta buildi ng sofety and fire pr fion, develops the
OIS “'.:".!".{ fo constnect res: de“r Ol O
including homes and schools, Maost 1.5
stotes that adopt codes choose the Intemational Cades
developed by the International Code Council.

commercial buildings,
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