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@ BUILDING CODES
HOW DO THEY HELP YOU?

The regulation of building
construction is not a recent phenomenon. It
can be fraced through recorded history for
more than 4,000 years. Through fime,
people have become increasingly aware of
their ability to avoid the catastrophic
consequences of building construction failures.

In eorly Americo, Gearge Washington ond Thamas JeMferson encouroged the
deselopment of building requlations to- provide for minimum standords thot would
ensuie: henlth and sofety. Todwy, most of the United States is coversd by o network of
madern Building wegulnfians rnging in coverge from fire ond structurol safety fo
hiealth, sacurity, ond consarvation of energy.

Public sufety is nat the anly byproduct afforded by modam cades. Architecls, engingess,
contractors, and others in the building community con toke odvantage of the lotest
technalagical odvonces accommodoted by these codes with viable sovings to the consumer,

For cades 1o be effective, on understonding and coogemtive relationship must exist berween
buikding officiols and the groups they serve — homeawners, developers, urban planners ond
designiers, and athers in the constrution industry. Codes must thersfore be vesponsive 1o the
gavernment's need to protect the public. They must privide due process for all offected and keep
pace wilh ropidly changing fechnology. These communities can wark together 1o develop and
mointain codes.

During the early 1900, madel building codes weee quthared by the cade enforcament offidials of
variows communifies with key ossistance from oll ssgments of e buikling industry. How, modal
ot i the cenhol regulatory basis for the adminiskation of progrars in cities, counties, ond
stles taoughout the United States. They simply reprasent o collactive undertaking, which shores
the cast af cade development ond maintenance while ensuring unifarmity of requintions so that the
udvantages of technology can be optimized,

Building safety code enforcement bas historicolly been ocoomplished by dafaying the costs of
administration through o system of fees reloting to o specific project — o system that is sell-
supporting. These fees ore generally less than one percent of the overall cost of the building
praject, Public protedtion is thus abtoined in o cost-efecive manner with the entie process,
from plan review to field inspection, cordied out in o prafessional manner. The system is so well
teveloped that the true complesity of the process s obscure to many. 1t is for the purpase of
ceenling oworeness of this important public sevica that this pomphlet is provided

For further information, contact your local building department.




Who Needs Building Codes?

We all do — whethar in our homes, offices, schaols, stores, focuies, or
places of entertainment. W rely on the sofety of shuchurss that surmound us
in aur gverytoy living. The public need for protection from disoster dua ta fire,
stuctural collopse, and genel deterioration: underscores the need for
midern codes ond their administarion.

HOW RELIABLE ARE THEY?

Mast ospects of building construction — electricol wiring, heoting,
snitary fadlities — rapresent o patential hazord fo building occupants
and wsers. Building codes provide safequards, Mlthough no code con
eliminnte oll risks, reduting risk to an acceptuble level helps.

WHAT IS A BUILDING CODE?

Procticolly, it is the government’s official statement on building sofety.
Technically, it is o compendium of minimum sofety standards armanged
in a systematic monner (codified) for ensy referance. It embroces all
ospects of building construction — fire, structural, plumbing,
electrical, ond mechanicl.

WHAT IF | WANT TO DO A BUILDING PROJECT MYSELF?
Building deportments hove pamphiets ond biochures exlaining, in detail
haw fo obtain pemits and design and construet o sofe building. Inquire
within your locol community.

WHY SHOULD MINIMUM SAFETY CODES APPLY TO MY

OWN HOUSE?

For severnl remsons

- For yaur persanal safety, and thot of your family, and the quests inviterd
into your home.

= To ensure the econarmic well-baing af the community by reduing
potential sprend of fire and drsease.

= For the comsenation of enerpy.

» To protect future heme purchasers who desene reasanoble ossumnce
that the harme they buy will be sof.

Local building departments provide o wide range of sandces beyand the usual
plon review and building inspection process. Thesa mnge from the
administration of planning o zoning lows fo hausing mointenance
inspectian, nuisance abotement, and o number of ather reloted ar andllory
dufies. Visit your local building deporiment and get ooquainted with fhe
paople wha moke it work,







