If you enjoy boating, whether it's canoeing, motor boating or jet skiing, you need to know about requirements from
local, state and federal agencies, such as boat registration and safety.

Below are some of the current rules and regulations for recreational boats and boating:

1.

Motor-powered boats should be registered and/or numbered to operate in Florida waters. Exceptions
might include those operating a boat on “private lakes” and those that have a current number from
another state or county and are here fewer than 90 days. Most boats must be titled in Florida.

All boats must have at least one U.S. Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device (PFD) per
passenger on board. Boats 16 feet or longer must have one for every passenger, plus one throwable
flotation device.

Florida law requires every child under 6 to wear a PFD aboard any vessel under 26 feet while “underway.”

Florida law requires at least one portable fire extinguisher on board, along with one bell whistle and visual
distress signals (flare, flashlight, etc.).

Operating a motorboat while intoxicated is both a federal and state offense and may be subject to fine or
imprisonment and points against your driver’s license!

Channel 16 VHF-FM is a calling and distress channel that you can use if you need help.

Anyone under the age of 21 must complete a boating safety course in order to operate a watercraft with
an engine greater than 10 horsepower.

For more information on boating safety and regulations, the State of Florida, through the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and the Florida Marine Patrol, published a “Boater’'s Guide,” available through your

local tag agency. Free boating courses are available through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission or call 1-800-366-BOAT for information on free boating courses given by the U.S. Coast Guard

Auxiliary and other agencies.

Visit http://myfwc.com/boating for more information on boating laws and regulations.






