The actions of lakefront property owners are crucial to the health of our lakes. Below is a list of how you can protect your
lake and its ecology and health for your future enjoyment.

Please

How?

Why?

Use Florida-

o Enhance natural wetland vegetation with
additional plantings near the shore.
o Reduce lawn size next to the lake and

o Turfis not as effective at erosion
control near water bodies. Runoff
containing fertilizer and pesticides

Fr.iendly create mulched areas. adds pO||Utan'[S_tO the Iake
Land . o Designate a “maintenance-free zone” of ©  Natural vegetation stabilizes the
an sc?plng at least 10 feet between your lawn or E:BEQPOKS attractive and enhances
Practices landscape and the water body. _ o Visit www.FloridaYards.org for
o Creatg a vegetat-lve bank with ap_pr.oprlate information on landscaping that
shoreline plants instead of a retaining wall. protects the environment.
Lose the
Don’t add sand or other fill to the lake. Adding sand suffocates the natural bottom
Beach! habitat and can introduce silt to the water.
(A permit is required if adding fill to a lake.)
Watch the
Wildlife increases bacteria and nutrients in
Ducks

Don’t feed the wildlife (just observe them!).

the lake. Create a natural vegetative buffer
and they will visit on it.

Don't Invite

Make sure you are not transporting organisms
and vegetation from one lake to another.

Exotic plant and animal infestations create

Invasives Carefully wash and inspect your boat prior to serious problems in Florida lakes such as
leaving the lake. Hydrilla can survive out of the hindering navigation and choking out native
water for a while. useful plants.

Build , o
. Any work in the lake such as dock or seawall Artificial structures alter the natural
Responsibly construction will require a permit (see Important | functions of a shoreline by removing

Numbers to Know).

vegetation and altering the natural lake
bottom. Also improperly performed work
can cause excess turbidity in the water!

Use Proper Car
Washing
Techniques

Wash cars on the lawn instead of on the driveway.

Washing the car on the driveway adds
excess nutrients to the stormdrain system.
Washing on the lawn adds water and
nutrients to the grass, helping it grow.






