What is stormwater runoff?

Impervious surfaces, or areas covered by asphalt or concrete, prevent water from seeping into the ground. When it rains,
untreated stormwater runoff flows into streams or lakes. As new developments and shopping centers are constructed, more
stormwater runoff is generated because the water cannot seep into the ground. As it rains, water picks up pollutants such as
oil, trash, lawn debris, fertilizers and pesticides. These pollutants make their way to our lakes through the storm drains.

Should we really be concerned about stormwater runoff? How bad can it be?
Stormwater runoff is the number one source of pollution in our lakes. It's like dumping pollution directly into our lakes! This
runoff can harm aquatic life and possibly contaminate groundwater drinking sources.

How can stormwater pollution be prevented?

Use common sense! Native and other Florida-friendly plants, require less fertilizer and water, therefore reducing the amount
of pollutants in your stormwater runoff. Dispose of your yard waste properly by bagging or mulching instead of blowing it into the
streets. Wash your car on your lawn. This allows the runoff to filter into the ground, not run into the street. Dispose of hazardous
liquids properly. Don’t be lazy and throw that battery down the storm drain. Don’t dump or wash your paint cans in the storm
drain. Educate your family and neighbors! Put litter in appropriate places.






