K DOUGLAS E. RILEY, FIRE CHIEF
% 701 EAST MAIN STREET - LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33801

Phone (863) 834-8200 | Fax (863) 834-8295
FIR-E DEPARTMENT WWW.LAKELANDGOV.NET/LFD

MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: 08/04/2021

Contact: Stephanie Lewis, Public Relations and Information Manager
Telephone: (863) 834-8219

Cell: (863) 860-9011

Email: stephanie.lewis@lakelandgov.net

LFD Responds to an Apartment Building Fire at 810 E. 1st Street

Lakeland, FL — Lakeland Fire Department (LFD) responded to an apartment building fire located at
810 E. 1st Street at approximately 1:20 PM on Aug. 3. LFD arrived on scene and found heavy smoke
outside the building within the central courtyard. As crews approached, a resident stated the fire
had been extinguished.

Fire crews made entry to the apartment, which was filled with black smoke. Thermal imaging
confirmed the fire was extinguished. The apartment and adjacent apartments were ventilated.
One apartment sustained fire & smoke damage. American Red Cross was called to assist displaced
tenants; 2 adults and 6 children.

Scene response included 8 LFD units, 1 Polk County Fire Rescue (PCFR) Medic Unit, and patrol units
from Lakeland Police Department (LPD). No firefighter injuries were reported.

A child playing with a lighter was determined to be the cause of the fire.

Additional information and resources regarding fire safety can be found on our website
www.lakelandgov.net/Ifd and social media sites @LakelandFD.
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