
 

 

MAYOR’S COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 
MEETING AGENDA 

March 3, 2026 
2:00 P.M. 

Florida Children’s Museum 
600 Bonnet Springs Blvd 

 

 

I. Meeting called to order       

II. Chair Election 

III. GiveWell Community Foundation, Inc. Agreement 

IV. $8,783.47 remaining in Grant Allocation Funds 

V. Individual Artist Grant Guidelines 

VI. Adjournment 
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The Ashley G
ibson Barnett 

M
useum

 of Art (The AG
B)

 $      2,092,426.00 
 $             75,000.00 

 $             75,000.00 
                                 4.67                                  5.00                                  9.33                                  5.00                                  5.00                 29.00 

97%
72,500.00

$        
58,725.00

$        

Bonnet Springs Park
 $    11,097,000.00  $             75,000.00 

 $             75,000.00 
                                 4.67                                  5.00                               10.00                                  5.00                                  5.00                 29.67 

99%
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$        
60,075.00

$        

Florida Children's M
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 $      3,700,000.00 
 $             75,000.00 

 $             75,000.00 
                                 4.67                                  5.00                               10.00                                  5.00                                  5.00                 29.67 

99%
74,166.67

$        
60,075.00

$        

Florida Dance Arts Inc.
 $           137,321.96  $             13,700.00 
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$        
52,600.07

$        

Lakeland Sym
phony O
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94%
47,222.22

$        
38,250.00

$        

Platform
 Art, Inc.

 $           113,842.00  $             11,384.00 
 $             11,384.20 

                                 5.00                                  4.67                               10.00                                  5.00                                  5.00                 29.67 
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Mayor’s Council on the Arts 
Artist Grant Subcommittee Meeting 

May 7, 2025 
 
The Artist Grants subcommittee met in the City Manager’s Conference Room. Mayor 
Bill Mutz, Chair Kerry Falwell, and members Pam Page, Cindy Collins, Tyson 
Voigt, Betsy Bohrer, associate member Alice Santana, and Deputy City Clerk 
Heather Bradman were present. Associate member Tiffany Van Wieren was absent.  
 
Review of Grant Frameworks 
Kerry introduced the meeting goals: exploring artist grant structures, particularly 
opportunities for professional development without requiring an art deliverable. The 
group discussed examples from municipalities (excluding private nonprofits) as 
benchmarks. Focus was on supporting individual artists as small business owners 
through grants. 

Hillsborough County’s model was reviewed, including methods to diversify award 
recipients. Creative Pinellas and its emerging artist grants were discussed. Alice 
Satana noted the challenge for individual artists applying for 501(c)(3) grants due to 
business structure. 

Tyson Voigt shared insights into out-of-state residency programs. Members discussed 
feasibility in Lakeland. Pam Page suggested researching Asheville’s model. 

Cindy Clemmons raised the concept of using vacant buildings for studio space. 
Discussion arose about mimicking Bradenton’s Village of the Arts. 

Mayor Bill Mutz highlighted Summit’s mural selections. Donna DeStefano’s contact 
information was shared for future engagement. 

Funding and Legal Considerations  
The group discussed legal criteria for issuing funds directly to individuals. Consensus 
was reached for Heather Bradman to consult legal staff. 

The subcommittee agreed not to duplicate Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 
mural grant efforts. Collaboration with CRA and neighborhood associations was 
suggested. Kerry Falwell will get in touch with CRA Director Valerie Vaught.  

Tentative budget breakdown included $25,000 for individual artist grants, $50,000 for 
nonprofits, and $10,000 for marketing. First-year spending may be gradual. 

A graduate assistantship was briefly considered but removed. Kerry Falwell asked 
Heather Bradman to follow up with the City’s Human Resources Department on 
potential interns to assist with the Mayor’s Council on the Arts.  
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Grant Cycle Planning 
Discussion about aligning all grants on the same cycle; quarterly or semi-annual 
options were mentioned. Importance of evaluation criteria was emphasized. 

Kerry Falwell will work with Communications on improving access to the LKD Arts 
page on LakelandGov.net. 

Pam Page proposed a five-year plan for an artist haven. Creative partnerships were 
discussed, and a request made for a list of vacant city-owned properties. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:11 a.m.  
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