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Recommendation re: Award of Bid No. 8206 to Florida Safety Contractors, Inc. for Construction
of the New York Cycle Track
The New York Cycle Track (Lime Street from Sikes Boulevard to New York Avenue and New York
Avenue from Lime Street to Main Street) project application was submitted to FDOT and the TPO
for funding back in 2012, fulfilling a portion of the City’s long-term plan to improve the Lake-toLake Bikeway network and a trail route between Lake Hunter and Lake Wire. Improvements to
the New York Avenue corridor is also seen as a strategy to activate the west side of Downtown,
a goal of the CRA Community Redevelopment Plan update completed in 2009. Subsequently,
the City of Lakeland, in FYs 15/16 and 16/17 of its CIP, funded the design for the project in the
total amount of $125,000.00, as the City’s match. As a cost saving measure, design was
completed by in-house City Engineering staff on November 2017.
The elements of the project are as follows:
Construction to convert an existing two-lane street to a “cycle track” with the following design
features:
1. Conversion of southbound travel lane to a two-way bicycle facility;
2. Decorative curbing between the bicycle facility and northbound automobile travel lane;
3. Streetscaping on the west side of New York Avenue between Orange Street and Main
Street;
4. Conversion of stop control at intersections to east-west direction only;
5. The construction of an eight-foot wide pathway on the north side of Lime Street between
Sikes Boulevard and New York Avenue (with high-visibility crosswalk at Sikes/Lime
intersections) and;
The project will also connect the new Springhill Suites hotel that is currently under construction,
at the RP Funding Center, with the New York Avenue Railroad Overpass that will soon be under
design by FDOT as a commitment from the Polk Rail Study. With the streetscaping package that
is included in the project scope, an enhanced bicycle and pedestrian connection will be created
to connect the RP Funding Center campus (with its two hotels) to the Downtown Lakeland core.
A project location map is attached for reference.
On February 5, 2018, the Lakeland City Commission approved a resolution authorizing execution
and approval of the Local Agency Program Agreement with FDOT for Construction and
Construction Engineering and Inspection (CEI) Services funding for New York Cycle Track in the
amount of $529,762.00 ($459,762.00 for Construction, and $70,000.00 for CEI services).
The City’s Purchasing Division issued an Invitation to Bid for Construction on June 23, 2018, and
on July 25, 2018, received the following two bids for the advertised project:
Contractor

Adjusted Bid
Price

1. Florida Safety Contractors, Inc., Thonotosassa, FL $ 661,027.40
2. Tucker Paving, Inc., Winter Haven, FL
$ 890,961.00

Irregular Bid
Price
($710,227.40)
($862,731.00)

The City’s Professional Engineer, together with the City’s Engineering Consulting firm, DRMP,
Inc., evaluated the bids and found some minor bid irregularities in both bids as to the calculation
of prices. Once the calculations were corrected, the above Adjusted Bid Price totals represent
the resulting and correct prices. Contact was made with the lowest bidder to explain the
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irregularities and confirm willingness to provide services at the new adjusted bid price once bid
award is approved by the City. Florida Safety Contractors, Inc. confirmed acceptance of the
adjusted bid price and was therefore determined to be the most responsive bidder.
FDOT also reviewed the bids submitted and concur with the recommendation to award the bid for
construction to Florida Safety Contractors, Inc.
A Notice of Intent to Award was sent out on September 7, 2018. Construction is anticipated to
begin on or about October 15, 2018.
Funding in the amount of $661,027.40 is provided for in the FY 2018 Transportation CIP.
Reimbursement, up to the LAP Agreement amount of $459,762.00, for construction, will be sought
from FDOT.
It is recommended that the City Commission approve the award of Bid No. 8206 for Construction
of the New York Cycle Track to Florida Safety Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $661,027.40,
and authorize the appropriate City officials to execute the Construction Contract.
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