MEMORANDUM
TO:

Real Estate & Transportation Committee
Commissioner Mike Musick, Chairman
Commissioner Bill Read
Commissioner Chad McLeod

FROM:

City Attorney’s Office

DATE:

June 6, 2022

RE:

Sale of Portion of 802 E. Robson Street to Polk County
for Future Polk County EMS Station

Attached for your consideration is a proposed Land Purchase Agreement with Polk
County for the sale to the County of a 2.2-acre City parcel located immediately south of E.
Robson Street and east of the Florida Highway Patrol Station on Lakeland Hills Boulevard.
The parcel is part of a larger City property addressed as 802 E. Robson Street. Polk County
desires to purchase this property in order to construct a new Polk County EMS station to
address an increase in calls for service in this area.
The property to be sold is currently subject to a lease with the State of Florida,
which subleases the property to the State Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles and the Florida Highway Patrol. The property is the site of the driving course
formerly used in conjunction with the administration of drivers’ license tests. The City
originally entered into a 50-year lease with the State in 1971 that includes the subject
property and a larger leased area, and recently granted the State a 3-year extension so that
the lease with the State now expires on July 1, 2024, with two potential 1-year extensions
upon mutual consent of the parties. The State no longer has a need for the subject 2.2acre site and has consented to the proposed sale to the County, but has requested that the
lease term for the remainder of their leased property be extended for an additional five years
until July 1, 2029, with two 1-year extensions that can be exercised upon the mutual consent
of the parties.
Under the proposed Land Purchase Agreement, Polk County will pay the City a
purchase price of $150,000 for the property, consistent with an appraisal conducted in
September 2021. Closing will occur within 90 days of execution of the Agreement by both
parties. The County will be responsible for the costs of title insurance, recording fees and
documentary stamp taxes. The City is responsible for delivering the property free and clear
of all encumbrances, including the lease with the State of Florida.
All potentially affected public and private utilities and City departments have been
consulted and are supportive of the proposed sale to the County. It is recommended that
the City Commission approve the attached Land Purchase Agreement with Polk County for
the sale of 2.2 acres of City property located south of E. Robson Street and east of the
Florida Highway Patrol Station on Lakeland Hills Boulevard to the County and authorize the

appropriate City officials to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City. It is further
recommended that the City Commission authorize the appropriate City officials to execute
an amendment to the City’s existing lease with the State of Florida to exclude the subject
2.2 acres from the State’s lease, as well as other property no longer in active use by the
State, and extend the term of the lease with the State to July 1, 2029, with two 1-year
extensions that may be exercised upon the mutual consent of the parties.
Attachments

Transportation Division

3000 Sheffield Road
Winter Haven, FL 33880

Jay M. Jarvis, P.E.
Director

Phone: (863) 535-2200
Fax: (863) 534-7339
www.polk-county.net
Board of County Commissioners

Parent Parcel ID Number: 242806-000000-013020
Lakeland Hills EMS Station

COUNTY OF POLK
STATE OF FLORIDA

LAND PURCHASE AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this
day of _____________, 2022, between the
CITY OF LAKELAND, a municipal corporation of the State of Florida, whose address is City Hall, 228 S.
Massachusetts Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33801, (the “City”), and POLK COUNTY, a political subdivision
of the State of Florida, whose mailing address is Post Office Box 9005, Bartow, Florida 33831-9005, (the
“County”).

WITNESSETH
WHEREAS, City agrees to sell to County and County agrees to purchase from the City a portion of
the lands identified as Parcel ID No. 242806-000000-013020, located in Polk County, Florida, as generally
depicted in the attached Exhibit “A”, containing 2.22-acres +/-, together with all improvements,
easements, and appurtenances, (collectively, the “Property”), in accordance with the provisions of this
Agreement.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the sum of One Dollar each to the other
paid, it is agreed as follows:
(a) City agrees to sell and convey the Property by City Deed, free of liens and encumbrances, unto
the County, for the sum of $150,000.00 (One Hundred Fifty Thousand and 00/100 dollars).
(b) County shall pay unto the City the total sum of $150,000.00, for the purchase of the Property,
within ninety (90) days from the date hereof upon simultaneous delivery of said City Deed.
(c) City shall be responsible for the payment of any and all, current and/or past due real property
taxes, if any, or proration thereof, prorated to the date of closing, and assessments due on the
date of closing, and any payment due will be deducted at closing from City’s proceeds at closing.
(d) City shall have a boundary survey and/or legal description with sketch prepared for the Property
by a licensed surveyor. The Property as depicted in the attached Exhibit “A” was prepared from
information available at the time of this Agreement without the benefit of a Survey. County and
City agree that the description contained in the Survey and/or legal description shall be the
prevailing description for the Closing, provided that such legal description(s) generally describes
the same property depicted on Exhibit “A”, being a 2.22-acre +/- parcel.
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(e) County agrees to install, in conjunction with the construction a proposed Emergency Medical
Services facility on the Property, a 6-foot high chain link fence along the western, southern, and
eastern boundaries of the Property.
(f) The Property shall be free and clear of any and all leases, both recorded and unrecorded, prior to
Closing. City agrees to obtain or provide evidence satisfactory to the County, that any leases have
been properly terminated at, or prior to, Closing.
(g) County will be responsible for the recording of the deed and ancillary recordable documents
including any costs associated therewith. County agrees to pay the documentary stamp tax on
the deed (if applicable). The County may elect, in its sole discretion and at it sole costs and
expense to obtain an Owner’s title insurance policy for the Property.
(h) City agrees and expressly acknowledges that the monies paid and other consideration given in
accordance with this Agreement is just and full compensation for all property interest and or
claims arising from this acquisition and no other monies including fees and/or cost are owed by
the County to City.
•

THIS AGREEMENT IS SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be executed in their
respective names on the date shown above.
COUNTY:
POLK COUNTY, a political subdivision
of the State of Florida

CITY:
The City of Lakeland, a Florida
municipal corporation

By:

By:

Robert W. Allen, Administrator
Real Estate Services
Its Agent

___________________________
Print Name/Title
Its agent

Date approved by the County:

Date approved by the City:

________________________

____________________________
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Exhibit “A”
General depiction of the Property

